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COVID-19: SHA to ‘accelerate’ rapid testing in 
long-term care 


SHA data say Saskatchewan received 409,053 test kits as of Feb. 10. Only 172,956 
had been distributed and 11,979 were used. 
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COVID-19 testing in Regina, Sask. Saskatchewan Health Authority supplied photo. PHOTO BY MEDICAL MEDIA /jpg 
The Saskatchewan Health Authority plans to roll out rapid COVID-19 tests to every long-term care site in 
the province this month after critics noted the province was not taking advantage of the hundreds of 


thousands of test kits provided by the federal government. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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SHA data shows Saskatchewan received 409,053 test kits as of the morning of Feb. 10. Only 172,956 had 
been distributed and 11,979 were reported to have been used. 


In a statement on Tuesday, the SHA said tests will now be rolled out to “all long term care sites this 
month to support an ongoing testing surveillance program for residents and staff.” 


Premier Scott Moe said Friday that the province had not acted fast enough to distribute rapid tests and 
suggested they could be more rapidly deployed in long-term care as well as jails, schools and some 
interested Indigenous communities. 


The province has three types of rapid COVID-19 tests it’s currently using, all of which can deliver results 
within 15 minutes and rely on the same nasal swab to collect a sample. 


The Abbott Panbio test and BD Veritor Test work by detecting antigens to COVID-19. Saskatchewan has 
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received 261,125 and 100,000 of those tests, respectively. Another 292,000 Abbott Panbio kits have been 
shipped by the federal government but had not arrived as of Feb. 10. 


The Abbott ID Now test uses polymerase chain reaction (PCR) technology through a specialized testing 
device. The SHA says it has 74 PCR testing units and is working to acquire 30 more. The SHA had 47,928 


of those tests as of last week. 


The SHA said the Abbott Panbio test will be used in long-term care and corrections, while the BD Veritor 
Test is designated for use in personal care homes. The ID Now test is being used in acute care settings, 
the SHA said. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


Opposition health critic Vicki Mowat said it was good news, but the government should have acted 
sooner. 


“There’s is a great deal of potential for identifying the virus before it spreads and particularly with 
asymptomatic cases,” Mowat said. 


The Northern Inter-Tribal Health Authority, which provides health services in First Nations 
communities in the province’s north, said such point-of-care tests are also being deployed in phases 
across its member communities. 


“Some First Nation communities have already received these devices and are now able to provide testing 


within their health clinics. Next phase of deployment to additional communities is underway,” medical 
health officer Dr. Nnamdi Ndubuka said. 
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The news seems to be flying at us faster all the time. From COVID-19 updates to politics and crime and 
everything in between, it can be hard to keep up. With that in mind, the Saskatoon StarPhoenix has 
created an Afternoon Headlines newsletter that can be delivered daily to your inbox to help make sure 
you are up to date with the most vital news of the day. Click here to subscribe. 
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1 Sask. to offer COVID vaccine to kids born in 2009 


‘You're the monster we never suspected’: Sask. father gets 12.5 years for sexually abusing three girls, 
including daughter 


U.S. extends travel curbs at Canada, Mexico land borders through Sept. 21 
Fans blast Lady Gaga for not supporting her dog walker after shooting 


Downtown Saskatoon buildings become a no-rules canvas for artists 
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Postmedia is committed to maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion and encourage all readers 
to share their views on our articles. Comments may take up to an hour for moderation before appearing 
on the site. We ask you to keep your comments relevant and respectful. We have enabled email 
notifications—you will now receive an email if you receive a reply to your comment, there is an update to 
a comment thread you follow or if a user you follow comments. Visit our Community Guidelines for more 
information and details on how to adjust your email settings. 
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